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1 Peter 1: 16-21 - The testimony of Jesus 

is trustworthy 

February 26, 2017 

GOD INVITES US TO COME TO REST 

Prior reflection: Organ and Choir Song 556 Morning hymn and Flam 5 There is no limit to 

your favour and grace, it is new every morning, great is your faithfulness, oh Lord. 

Prayer 

Welcoming 

Entry into His presence 

Vonkk 9 Choir 1x, 3x Congregation Before you - repeat with Halleluja, Jesus Christ (sitting) 

Votum and Benediction 

Praise 

Vonkk 2 Come and rejoice in God (Psalm 66) (standing) 

Song 220 With our hearts we sing, Lord (standing) 

Repentance  

Song 229 Choir 1x, 1x congregation Lord, in your love have mercy (sitting) 

Bounchan's passion for the Word 

There is a reason why we focus on the Bible, the Word of God, in our preaching, in fact in 

everything we do. We confess of the Bible that we hear the living voice of God in it. 

I watched this week the video of a man, Bounchan, in northern Laos that underlines the 

message of the Word in such a remarkable way. He was an assistant governor in the 

communist government. But with his conversion to the Lord Jesus Christ through the work 

of Voice of the Martyrs – a wonderful story, read it on their website – he was fired and 

sentenced to 15 years in prison in 1999. He was tortured for days on end, shut up in solitary 

detention, and had nothing that could support him. 

He began to experience his faith waning especially since he later had trouble remembering 

Bible verses to use in his prayers. He said: The worst time was from 1999 to 2001 — about 

three or four years — because in that time, I didn’t have a Bible. I was also just a new 

believer, but I still had peace in my heart. When I got a Bible or radio, I would read and listen 

to grow my faith every day.” 

Fortunately, they trusted him enough after a few years due to his good behaviour to go and 

chop wood all on his own in the forest around them. This was his chance. He made sure he 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fRsGGXpDpc
https://www.persecution.com/public/newsroom.aspx?story_ID=%3D353034
https://www.persecution.com/public/newsroom.aspx?story_ID=%3D353034
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made enough wood for two days, and used the second day to make his way to his wife's 

house, not far from there. But, importantly, not to escape, because that would put her life 

at risk. To fetch a few Bibles to hide and read in prison. They confiscates some of the Bibles, 

but never found all of them. 

This access to the Bible let him persevere to the end in prison. He could again hear the living 

voice of God in the Bible clearly and it was sufficient for his life. The Bible not only 

strengthened him. It led to opportunities to witness to the prison authorities. His story also 

gradually spread widely to foreign countries. This eventually led to his release in 2012, inter 

alia because of the many letters written to him personally in prison, much to the 

consternation of the authorities. 

His story underscores the incredibly central role that the Bible plays in our spiritual life, not 

only in terms of the “padkos” (food for the road) that it provides for us, but for the key role 

it plays in our perseverance, even when our faith are tested to the extreme by persecution 

and hardship. 

Scripture reading 

2 Peter 1:16-21 – The testimony of Jesus is trustworthy 

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor 

and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, 

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice 

that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.  

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do 

well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of 

Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never 

had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit. (NIV)  

Introduction (children) 

I have asked four children to help me. They will carry out an experiment. 

I want one of the four children (# 4) to go out of the church to pick a leaf in the garden. The 

other three children have to wait for me in front of the pulpit. 

I then turn to pick something up behind me on the pulpit. As I look away, one of the kids (# 

1), knock another child (# 2) around. 

# 2 protests loudly, at which I turn back and want to know what's going on. 

# 2 complain that # 1 pushed him / her. # 1 denies it vehemently. 
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The child who saw what happened (# 3), confirms that # 2 was jostled, at which # 4, who 

comes from outside, then also engages in the conversation. He says for example, that it is 

not true, because # 2 is touchy and always wants to bring # 1 into trouble. 

Now ask the children and the congregation who is the most reliable witness: # 1, 2, 3, or 4? 

In a court # 3 course is regarded as the only reliable witness. 

A possible explanation for this is that # 3 is not himself involved in the situation, but he was 

an eyewitness of what happened. # 1 and #2 were involved and are therefore part of what 

happened and # 4 saw nothing. 

This is what we see in this letter. Peter wants to convince the congregation that he is 

Witness # 3, a witness who really can be believed. He was with Jesus on the Mount of 

Transfiguration. Jesus' garments became white as the sun. You could just see he is God. 

Therefore, Peter speaks with authority. He knows what he is talking about because he was 

there. He was an eyewitness. He stresses this to the readers of his letter: "I know it's true 

because I really saw it happening." 

Therefore we believe the Bible, as Peter wrote this letter, so that we can believe in Jesus. 

Flam 117 Praise him with drums, praise him with the harp – sitting 

Prayer 

Interpretation (preaching) 

God's presence in the wilderness 

The journey of the Israelites in the desert moves me. They travelled from place to place in 

an inhospitable desert. Sometimes there were bitter water like at Mara. Other times there 

was an abundance of water like the twelve fountains of Elim. Sometimes they had great 

needs. Other times too much quail for food. Sometimes the Lord fought for the people 

against Pharaoh and they could see how he triumphed for them. All the soldiers sank in the 

depths to their deaths. Other times they had to fight, as against the Amalekites, Moses' 

arms being held up by Aaron and Hur. 

It is such inspiring examples of how our own journey with God also is. There are sometimes 

bitter times, hard times, difficult times. There are an abundance sometimes, more than we 

have an idea how to handle. Sometimes God allows everything to work together in a 

wonderful way. Sometimes we have to work hard in the establishment of God's kingdom in 

our part of the world. 

But what I especially found moving of the journey through the desert is that there were 

three things that the Lord gave them to hold on to (Ex. 15). 

First, there was the powerful presence of the Lord in the cloud and pillar of fire. They saw 

the presence of the Lord all the time. They experienced the wonders of God's provision. The 
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bitter waters at Marah became sweet. Their hunger were stilled by the quails and the 

manna.  Thy saw how God provided water from the rock. 

The second is the fact that they were eyewitnesses, not only of the plagues in Egypt, and 

the great exodus. Also of Pharaoh's soldiers drowning in the sea, and the various signs 

throughout their time in the desert. And later with the Entry into Canaan. They did not have 

to convince each other and say, yes, but this is God who has done this. The miracles were 

something that they had seen. They were eyewitnesses. 

You did not have to try to convince Israel of the truth of the miracles in the wilderness. Even 

the children could see it and witness it. And so it would be also with their children and 

grandchildren in the promised land. God's powerful presence would make sure of that. 

However, there was a third thing that God gave them. He gave them from the beginning the 

guidelines for the way as food for their spirit. E.g. right after the rescue at the Red Sea He 

gave them three guidelines. The Lord asked of them that they: 

1. listen to him, 

2. do what is right in his eyes, and 

3. do everything he tells them. 

The promise linked to it was that they will never be affected by the diseases (plagues) of 

Egypt. He would keep them healthy. 

And those guidelines would be given a remarkable depth in the Ten Commandments on 

Sinai, that were guidelines for life, that would eventually grow into the whole corpus of 

books of the Pentateuch, the Torah, and eventually the OT and over centuries the Bible, 

including the New Testament. 

God therefore not only gave His powerful presence in the events of each day. He gave them 

not only the privilege to be eyewitnesses of his miracles. No, He gave them a written record 

of his will for life, something that would stay with them forever, which could feed them 

spiritually even when they were not able to experience the physical miracles of God. 

That is what the Bible is for us today also, guidelines for the road, food for the spirit, a way 

in which we are not dependent on a cloud or pillar of fire, but on God's presence in the 

Scriptures and in the experience of the guiding of the Holy Spirit. And with that we become 

eye witnesses of God's miracles when we read the Bible and listen to and live it. 

Many of you come to church for “padkos”, food for the road, something to take along on 

your spiritual journey through the world. And there is nothing wrong with that, unless you 

expect it from me as the preacher. For, this I cannot give you. Only God can do this, through 

His Word and His Spirit. 

I must learn just like you to take provision for myself from the bread of the Word. My job as 

a teacher is to break open the Word of God so that you see the quail and manna and pick it 

up to use as “padkos”, as provision. I have to teach you to discern what God gives us in His 
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Word so that you can live – trained by personal experience – by that word for you in the 

Word as an inexhaustible source of food for life, the cupboard of God's provision. 

And I want to show you in the letter of Peter the same type of provisions emphasized in the 

story of the Exodus, only with greater detail in the full revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ 

through His Word and Spirit, which has been added and that have become a wonderful 

reality to us. 

Farewell Message from Peter 

The second letter of Peter is a farewell message of the Apostle Peter to the faith community 

in areas of what is today modern Turkey, then Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and 

Bithynia. The letter was probably written from Rome in the time of Emperor Nero. 

Peter is worried about the false teachers in the church that can bring them into doubt about 

the trustworthiness of the message of Jesus Christ. He therefore warned them that the false 

teachers would smuggle in destructive heresies into their faith community that will not only 

lead to promiscuity, but even seduce them to apostasy from the Lord Jesus, inter alia, to 

deny his return. These heretics just talked about the here and now, not about the afterlife, 

and said that one actually can live here as you want to (2 Pet. 3: 4). 

Peter wants to encourage them to stick to the true gospel: "Make sure you continue to grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." (2 Pet. 3:18). Their faith is 

too precious (2 Pet. 1: 1) that they may be guided by reckless and arrogant people (2 Pet. 

2:10) on a wild goose chase. 

Peter is also very aware of his impending death (2 Pet. 1:14) and wants to help them with 

this letter to escape the corruption, the destruction of this world (2 Pet. 1: 4). He wants to 

help them stay focused on God's divine power that has given them everything they need for 

a godly life (2 Pet. 1: 3). Then, he knows, they will not stumble at the challenge of the 

heretics (2 Pet. 1:10). 

Because this God works in such a powerful way in them, they have the ability to say no to 

the challenge of the heretics, they can live a holy life dedicated to God, and shall certainly 

not lose their resilience. "The powerful presence of our Lord Jesus Christ," will see to it (2 

Pet. 1:16). 

The testimony of Jesus is trustworthy 

Our text focuses specifically on the testimony of Jesus Christ that is trustworthy. It is the 

main ingredient of the “padkos”, the provisions for the road ahead that the Lord gives us 

today. The testimony of Jesus is trustworthy. You can count on it. This is real food for the 

spirit. 

Peter reminds them – with clear, factual justification – that the testimony of Jesus Christ is 

fully reliable. It is not only an ingenious fable, a good story. It is completely trustworthy. 
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And it's amazing how many points of contact Peter's description of the spiritual life have 

with the story of Exodus. The same three things that supported the people in the 

wilderness, are the things that will do the same for them in the church of Jesus Christ. 

• In the first place, Peter says, the good news is trustworthy because of God's 

powerful presence in the message to them in Turkey (2 Pet. 1:16). The faith 

community has experienced His power in their lives when they came to believe. They 

could themselves testify to the strength and reliability of the Lord Jesus and His living 

presence, like the Israelites experienced it earlier with the cloud and pillar of fire in 

the wilderness. Their lives changed because of the powerful presence of God in their 

lives, that gave them evidence of his power. 

This is something which we can witness in our congregation. Every time we are here 

to worship the Lord, every time we talk in small groups about the great things that 

God does for us, every time we listen to someone's story of provision and support, 

we are in the presence of God, we share in the wonder of the power that He 

showcases in our lives. 

• The testimony of Jesus is in the second place trustworthy because of the eyewitness 

character of Peter's own experience of it during Jesus' life on earth (2 Pet. 1: 17-18). 

Peter was referring to the experience he had at the transfiguration of Jesus with two 

other disciples (Matt. 17). He did not just see the honour and glory of Jesus with his 

own two eyes, but heard the voice of God with his own two ears from heaven, 

saying: " This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." This is something 

that even Paul did not get to experience, and therefore is a very powerful support 

for the trustworthiness of the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

However, it was obviously something similar to the experience of the Israelites in the 

desert, that they could personally testify of. The Israelites were witnesses of God's 

work. Everyone in the desert could see for themselves what God was doing. So it 

was now destined for Turkish Christians to experience, albeit in a different way. So it 

is also meant for us to experience. We also become witnesses of the things that God 

is doing today. 

• The testimony of Jesus is in the third place trustworthy because the evidence is 

revealed in the Scriptures as the Holy Spirit uses it and interprets it, so that they can 

have the correct understanding of all these things (2 Pet. 1: 19-20) . This is ultimately 

the most important part of their focus in their spiritual growth: "You will do well to 

pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts." 

Where Israel had at the beginning of their journey only three words of God to focus 

on, later ten words, later five books, the Torah, and later the entire Old Testament of 

39 books, so we in addition have the entire NT’s 27 books extra too. An amazing 
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cupboard from which we can take provisions, “padkos” for life, to our heart’s 

content. 

With this Peter refers to our focus on the Bible under the guidance of the Holy Spirit until 

understanding of God's word comes into our lives and changes our lives. Peter uses the 

metaphor of the morning star here as a comparison with the message of the prophets, 

which was like a light that shines in a dark place. 

• That the morning star must come into "their hearts" meant therefore, figuratively 

speaking, that they should focus on Scripture, specifically the message of the 

prophets until they fully understood it. And they could live out of and by it. 

• In line with this metaphor Peter encourages us to persevere with the Word until 

Jesus comes. 

This kind of perseverance with the Word of God can strengthen one to persevere through 

all situations. 

We can experience the trustworthiness of the gospel in our lives 

Peter let us in no way be unsure about the trustworthiness of the content of our faith, Jesus 

Christ. 

• Peter invites us firstly to experience for ourselves the trustworthiness of God’s 

involvement in our lives in the powerful presence of the Lord Jesus Christ among us. 

• He helps us understand that we can learn from Peter's eyewitness report as the basis 

thereof. For, as we walk with God, we naturally become witnesses of the miracles 

the Lord works in our life. And we can tell others about it ourselves and share in the 

rippling effect of the message of the gospel that speaks of the reality of God's 

presence among us make. We become eyewitnesses ourselves. 

• And we read the Scriptures, led by the Holy Spirit, so that its message can convince 

us on the inside of its truth. What a privilege! We can do this every day, and we will 

get the message that we need for that day, and we will be given the spiritual food 

we need for that day. And we will continue to do so until Jesus comes again. It is the 

lifeblood of our perseverance as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is nothing that can change your life as fundamentally as this if you take the time to 

personally focus on and allow the living voice of God speak through the Bible to you. 

Rose Price's encounter with Jesus in the Word 

I conclude with the story of a Jewish woman, Rose Price, who experienced the power of the 

Word first-hand. I tell it as an encouragement so that you will make the message of Jesus in 

the Bible the focus of your spiritual life. This is something that no one else can give you, only 

you yourself. 

Rose survived the hell of the German Holocaust of World War II, in six of the death camps in 

Poland and Germany. Each time she was beaten up by one of the German guards, they told 

her, "Jesus told us to hit you. Jesus hates you. "But she survived the ordeal and torture. 

http://www.jewishtestimonies.com/en/rose-price-jew-died/
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Rose emigrated to Israel after the war with a deep hatred in her heart for this Jesus. She 

later went to America where her daughter was exposed to the true faith in Jesus at one of 

the schools, and came to faith in Jesus. It was unbelievably bad for Rose. How could her 

daughter believe in Jesus as the Messiah as it was his people that had beaten her up and 

tortured her in the German death camps? 

When her husband also converted because of the witness of their daughter, she was forced 

to familiarize herself with the true facts. She separated herself in the basement with the 

Bible to find out for herself what the Bible says about Jesus. She wanted to disprove her 

daughter and husband. This Jesus cannot like Jews. She had to expose Him. 

After five days of reading – she did not do housekeeping, she did not make food, she 

cleaned nothing, and no one was allowed to come near her – she came to realize that the 

Jesus of the Bible was quite different than the Jesus of the death camps. She realized that it 

is not the Jesus of the Bible who put her in a detention camp. No, it was people who did not 

serve Him that did that. It is was not Jesus who had beaten her. This was done by people 

who hated Jews that did that. 

Her life changed when she realized – based on her own study of the Bible – that Jesus really 

was the Messiah who loved her, and forgave her sins on the cross, and was willing to give 

her a new life. 

This is what a focused attention to the message of the Bible do to us. This is what happens 

when you: " pay attention to the Bible, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts." The Bible still does the same today for 

you. 

Thanksoffering 

Choir: Praise the Lord Song 221/226/222 

Final Song 

Song 439 O Holy Spirit, God in us, we will sing about your strength (standing) 

Blessing 

Response 

Song 439 v1's last two lines: Make us victorious in the battle we have to fight now. O, Spirit 

of God, witness in us, so that we stay your children. 

Organ postlude 

Song 439 O Holy Spirit, God in us, we will sing about your strength 

 


