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Isaiah 9:1-7 - Jesus is the light at the end 
of the tunnel 
January 22, 2017 

GOD INVITES US AND WE COME TO REST 

Time for reflection on this text with organ accompaniment 

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."(Isaiah 

9:6) 

Welcoming 

• Welcome especially to newcomers. We have a package for you where you can get the most 

relevant information. Suzette Blignault will help you in the foyer and we as ministers, too. 

• Let's work through some of the announcements so that everyone get an idea once again of 

what information and resources are available to you. 

• Remember our website and Facebook for all this and more up to date information as well as 

our diary and Bible school for in-depth work on the Bible. 

• The “moederskamer” is for moms and dads with breastfed babies. The vestry is for parents 

with young children where you can watch the service on the screen. Everyone is also 

welcome in the church itself, and we always invite the children forward for birthdays and an 

introduction to the preaching. Thereafter the Glowworms (preschool), Fireflies (Grades 1-3), 

Glowstix (Grades 4-6), and LEDs (grade 7) go to their respective rooms where applications 

and catechesis are done. 

• Welcome specifically to our grade ones - we have photos or fiv of you, Carna Heydenreich, 

Anlé Jacob, Lua Posthumus, David van Zyl and Hanrich Stander. Welcome and we welcome 

more photos from grade ones to display next week. 

• Clairwen Meyer brought her English family to our church.  Welcome to you all.  We have a 

translation service that you can tune in via 98 FM with a radio app on your cellphone. You 

will probably also need a headset.  Thanks to Carisa Smuts that’s doing the translation from 

the booth on the gallery.  You can also get an English version of our Service on our website, 

if you would rather follow by reading.  Just go to the frontpage of ngkerksomerstrand.co.za 

and download the Word file on your cellphone where it says English translation in the first 

article: Isaiah 8:23-9:6 – Jesus is the light at the end of the tunnel. 

Enter into His presence 

Vonkk 9 For You - repeat with Hallelujah and Jesus – sitting 

Votum and greeting 

"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a 

light has dawned.  You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as 

people rejoice at the harvest, "(Isaiah 9: 2-3) 

Praise 
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Vonkk 2 Come rejoice in God, all singing together (Ps. 66) – standing 

Songbook 161 Hallelujah! Lord, you are our life, center of all our hope – standing 

GOD SPEAKS TO US AND WE LISTEN 

Introduction – children’s time 

Birthdays and welcome 

I want to talk to you about light and darkness. 

Whom of you are afraid of the dark? I remember from my childhood how scared I was of the dark. 

Once I woke up, but there was no light in the hallway. I ran as fast as I can run down the hallway to 

the living room where my father and mother were sitting. And you know what I say to them? "I was 

not scared of nothing!" 

I then did not have a flashlight. However, I have a flashlight here today. A very nice headlight. This 

would help a lot in a dark passage, eh? Oops but it does not want to shine. What do you think is the 

problem? It does not have batteries in it! You cannot shine a flash without batteries! 

Let's put batteries in and see if it can shine. Yes, it works great, is not it? 

The Bible says that Jesus is the Light of the world. He forgives us when we sin and asks for 

forgiveness. He helps us to be patient with others. He helps us to love others. Without him we are 

like a flashlight without batteries. However, if we do what he tells us, it is as if he gives us power to 

shine from within. He gives us the strength to shine as lights in the world. 

The amazing thing is that a light have so much power that it can dispel the darkness. E.g. this LED 

headlamp. It can shine far and make everything light. Or a night-light. Whom of you have a night-

light? How does it make you feel? The light helps us to not be afraid. It dispells the darkness. 

Let us pray that Jesus will make us like sunlight to shine every day. 

Flam 108 Jesus makes me like a sunbeam to shine every day – sitting 

Glowworms, Vuurvliegies, Glowstix and LEDs go to your respective rooms. 

Confession 

"Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 

time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this."(Isaiah 9:7). 

We often confess our own guilt and sin and express our need for forgiveness and peace from. Today 

we do it for ourselves and for the world, that there will be peace without, justice and righteousness 

from now on and forever. 

Vonkk 40 Come and fill us with peace – sitting 

Prayer 

Scripture 

Isaiah 9:1-7 (8:23-9:6 in Afrikaans): 
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9 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled 

the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, 

by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—  

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;  

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.  

3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;  

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,  

as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.  

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

you have shattered the yoke that burdens them,  

the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.  

5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood  

will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.  

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  

and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlastingr Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it  

with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  

The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” 

Preaching 

Your place in the family 

Who of you are the oldest child? The rest of you are second or third, or middle or fourth or fifth or 

last ones. And I wonder how you felt about the place you have in your family? Were you favored as 

the first child? Or were you favored as the last child? Or overlooked as a middle child? And if you 

had a standout older sibling, were you measured to their achievements all the time? You were 

probably often not appreciated in your own right. 

It was no different in the time of the Bible. Laban misled Jacob and before he knew where he was, 

he had four wives and twelve children. But he really only had eyes for his beloved wife Rachel and 

her two children Joseph and Benjamin. The other ten boys found it tough in their home, not to 

mention Dinah, the only sister that we read of. Her brothers loved her. They even committed cold-

blooded murder when she was assaulted, but we also hear little about her in the Bible. 

Naphtali and Zebulun 

We now read in Isaiah of two of the boys and about their offspring, Naphtali and Zebulun. And let's 

be honest. These two sons and later their tribes had challenges. It was not easy in the house of 

Jacob. They were sixth and tenth on the list, Naphtali a son of the slave woman Zilpah and Zebulun 



 4 

the tenth and last child of Leah, whom she gave his name because she thought, now I will keep 

Jacob by my side. Now he will live with me ... but to no avail. 

Jacob did not give much of a blessing to them on his deathbed. He at least recognized that Naphtali 

was a beautiful and nimble man and that his people will be so  also(Genesis 49:21): "Naphtali is a 

deer that roams free, he is swift." About Zebulun he probably predicted that he will disappear into 

oblivion. You can read more about them in the small group material. 

Moses was indeed more positive in his assessment of the tribe that grew out of Naphtali in Egypt. He 

expressed the blessing of God upon them (Deut. 33:23): "Naphtali enjoys much favor, he is richly 

blessed by the Lord and possesses the sea and the south." The same about Zebulun: "Be happy, 

Zebulun where you are going." (Deut. 33:18). He wanted Zebulun to live enthusiastically. 

The future looks bleak 

But it seemed that these blessing would come to nothing, because when the two tribes came into 

the Promised Land, they did not make a major contribution to the Conquest and was in danger of 

becoming rather like the Canaanites (Judges. 1:30,32). 

There were sometimes flickerings of hope like this time under the leadership of Deborah they at 

least did their part in the war and were noted for their death-defying actions (Judges. 4:10; 5:18). 

They both did their part in the celebrations when David later became king, and brought plenty of 

flour and cakes of figs, raisins, wine, oil, cattle and sheep to his inauguration (1 Chron. 12:40). 

And then came the big exile in 722 BC.  They were not only destroyed during the war against Assyria, 

but most of them were taken in to exile. The future for these two tribes were dark. 

Hezekiah had pity on Naphtali and Zebulun with an Easter celebration 

What few of us know, however, is that King Hezekiah seven years later in Jerusalem not only 

overcame the challenge of the king of Assyria, and made him retreat, but issued an invitation to the 

tribes of the Northern Kingdom. 

Then follows the wonderful story of Hezekiah at the beginning of his reign in 715 BC.  A large Easter 

celebration were held and he not only invited his own people of Judah to come, but invitations were 

sent to the remnant of all the people in the Northern Kingdom (2 Chron. 30:10). And although many 

of them laughed off Hezekiah's invitation and mocked the messengers, there were some who 

repented and took the road to Jerusalem for the first time in centuries after the split between the 

South and Northern Kingdom to celebrate Easter in Jerusalem. 

But they were clearly unfamiliar with their own traditions and did not know how to clean them and 

eat the Passover lamb according to the directives (2 Chron. 30:18). But, nevertheless, Hezekiah 

prayed for them that God will forgive them in His goodness.  The fact is that some of them was there 

and again became a part of their own traditions! 

What a wonderful piece of good news in the OT. 

Isaiah brings a great hope for the future 

And it is with this horrific history of the exile of the Northern Kingdom and the little hope that this 

Easter brought, that Isaiah at this time make a prophecy about Naphtali and Zebulun.  And it is nout 

just a small prophecy. It's a grand vision. 
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Isaiah gives a picture of the outcome in the future. It will bring great relief to the darkness in which 

areas of Zebulun and Naphtali, the way to the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan Valley and the area of the 

Gentiles were plunged at that time. 

This outcome is specifically linked to a son who will be born to them, whose titles spell out His 

outstanding features, features that would be divine in nature: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. The Messiah will restore the Davidic kingdom, but unlike 

David who was known for his military action, He will bring peace, and this forever. 

So he not only refers to the repentance that came from some of Zebulun in his own time, but to 

what the Messiah would do if He comes to make all things new. 

And we learn from Isaiah that the Messiah does not come for people who do not need him. He 

comes to those who need him, for ordinary people, for the people who do not even know how they 

should serve him rightly. For those whom the leaders have to correct and intercede and pray. 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy by shining His light in Capernaum 

8 centuries later, this is exactly what happened with Jesus' establishment in the village of 

Capernaum, especially in this area, the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. This fact was to the gospel 

writers a clear fulfillment of the first part of Isaiah's prophecy about Zebulun and Naphtali, as we 

read in Matthew 4:12-17. Jesus is the light that Isaiah looked forward to in prophecy. 

And the kingdom that Jesus came to establish, is the fulfillment of the second part of the prophecy 

about the kingdom of David that eventually brought the light of God's peace to the nations. 

Jesus is the light at the end of the tunnel 

This is how the Lord works. The Messiah brought light into the darkness, the darkness that we have 

in ourselves, the darkness in what others do to us. And it is for ordinary people, for all of us. 

Jesus is the light at the end of the tunnel, for Zebulun and Naphtali, for the Jews, for all nations, for 

us. There is none like Him. There is nobody that can bring such a big turnaround for the sixth and 

tenth children so that they are not defined by the order of their birth, but by the redemption that 

Christ brings to them. 

And this is the message for you too. Jesus is there for ordinary people. He brings light to ordinary 

people. He is the light at the end of the tunnel. He dispells the darkness in our lives and make us 

shining lights in this world. 

Rejoice therefore in the light that He shine today into your life. Receive it. Find your joy in Jesus. And 

serve him with all your life. 

GOD SENDS US TO LIVE 

Prayer 

Thanksoffering 

Final Song 

Vonkk 68 Glory to God, bring him glory! – standing 

Blessing 

Amen 
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Response 

Vonkk 68: 1's last three lines A child as our gift! A boy He gave us! A child of the King was given to us! 


