
Psalm 8  - When I look ... when God looks 
June 11, 2017 

REST 

Entry 

Song 454 Father, we honor you 

Votum and blessing 

Pastor: Lord, our Lord, how wonderful is your name all over the earth, how glorious 

everything You have placed in heaven! 

Congregation: Lord our Lord, how wonderful is your name over all the earth! 

Praise 

Song 450 Father, Son, Holy Spirit - Stand 

Law 

2 Corinthians 13:11 

Devotion 

Song 453 Thanks and honor to the Father  

HEAR 

Children 

God is more than we will ever understand. He is bigger than the church. He is bigger than 

PE. He is bigger than the earth. He is bigger than all that is made. 

God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. I want to demonstrate it to you with an egg. 

Here is an egg. See, it's a unity. As an egg is a unity, God is also a unity. 

Let's break the egg. What do you see now? The egg also consists of three parts, namely 

shell, egg white and egg yolk. Together it forms an egg. If you only have one of the parts, 

you do not have an egg. 

So it is with God as well. For example, if you only have the Father, you have God, yes, but 

there is more to God. Same with Jesus and the Holy Spirit. All three are God. All three are 

important to live in a relationship with God. 

But, God is not only great. He also made everything great. And it's incredibly beautiful and 

wonderful. 

Have you layed down on your back looking up to heaven? It's amazing. Have you ever 

looked at the moon or one of the stars with a telescope? 

Let's watch a video: Eyes zoom to space HD. 

https://youtu.be/jfSNxVqprvM


The video also showed you how wonderful you are. God made you in a wonderful way. 

Let's praise him for that. 

Flam 84 My God is so big and powerful 

Prayer 

Scripture reading is part of the sermon 

What do you see when you look at the earth? 

During the past week we had massive storms in the Western Cape that had sown incredible 

destruction. Some think this is due to global warming. Others say it has nothing to do with 

global warming, but is part of larger cycles of shifting weather patterns that do not really 

come from us humans. Still others say that this is one of the ways in which God punishes the 

sinful society in which we live. Still others see the ways in which people reach out to each 

other and give help and are astonished with the humanity shown to each other. 

We have also had the worst destruction ever in residential areas in the Knysna area during 

the past week because of veldfires that have gone out of control. The stories of destruction 

broke our hearts. One can hardly get a grip on the extent of the suffering people are 

experiencing. Some say it is because of arson. Others to a braai fire that got out of hand. Yet 

others say that it is how God shows his wrath about the decay in the world. Still others see 

the ways in which people reach out to each other and provide help, from around the 

country, also from PE, and caring and assisting. 

What does David see? 

Let's listen to David in Psalm 8. Let's hear what he sees when he looks at the earth. 

For the music leader. On the Ghitite - a musical instrument or style. A Psalm. From David. 

How majestic is your name in all the earth!  

Anon, 2011. The New International Version, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.The first thing 

that David sees when he looks at the earth is the Lord himself. Not only the mighty Yahweh 

who made everything but Adonai - this is the second word he uses for God, translated with 

Lord - the Boss of the whole earth. Not only the Adonai, but our Adonai. He is not only the 

Lord, the owner, the Creator of all the earth, but the Boss, our Boss, the one of the 

covenant, the one to whom we are committed, the one in charge of all the earth, Jahwe 

Adonai. 

GOD'S NAME IS MIGHTY OVER ALL THE EARTH 

And what does David see of God? He sees - verse 2 - that his name is mighty throughout the 

whole earth. He revealed Himself from one side to the other. The earth is full of His 

presence. As Jesus would teach us years later, David also prayed: "Let your name be 

sanctified." You must be worshiped, for your workmanship is visible in every detail of the 

whole earth. 



This lets David realize how small we are on earth when we compare ourselves to the 

greatness of the universe and thus of the God who made it all. 

You have set your glory in the heavens.  

It is amazing to expose yourself to the wonder of nature. We have seen something in the 

video that visualizes something of this miracle for us. God's greatness is printed on every 

aspect of every element that constitutes the great whole of the universe. 

But we not only see it in the wonder of nature. We also see this in the trust that children 

have in God. David says: 

Through the praise of children and infants you have established a strongholdp against your 

enemies, to silence the foeq and the avenger.  

Children intuitively understand many times more of God's greatness than adults who, in 

their foolishness, become opponents of God and deny and reject his presence in his own 

creation, in fact, become opponents of Him, his enemies, and become revengeful to all who 

want to serve Him and acknowledge who He is. 

Children do not limit God. They believe that God can do anything. As the four-year-old girl 

said today when she came to the shop, and saw the toy that she wanted to give to her year-

old brother: "Jesus put it here for me." 

God's opponents however at best limit him to the private area of one's spirituality, and at 

worst to the nullity of non-existence. How terrible that a creature can deny you exist if you 

made him or her ... 

THE WONDER OF GOD'S UNIVERSE IS GREAT 

But, this thought does not hold the Psalmist long. The miracle of God's universe is too big 

and influential in the meaning it holds for us: 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 

have set in place, 

The magnitude and complexity of the universe is immensely large. This realization is one of 

the consequences of our scientific progress, especially in terms of physics and astrophysics 

that we now understand better with how much finesse the universe has come into being. 

Unlike Carl Sagan who initially thought that only two factors are needed for life to come 

about here - a big enough sun and a earth just the right distance from the sun - today we 

know that we also need a large planet like Jupiter to attract most of the asteroids so that it 

does not hit planet earth, otherwise the earth would have been uninhabitable long ago. 

Today, with further research, more than 200 factors are recognized that must be in perfect 

balance with each other to make life possible on earth (see video by Eric Metaxas of 

PragerU on Youtube). Being here and living here is a miracle of the absolute fine-tuning of 

the universe. 



In fact, it is becoming increasingly difficult to explain the existence of the universe from 

accidental random processes, if not completely impossible. To name just one particular fine-

tuning of the universe, without the values of the four fundamental forces in the universe 

being exactly as it is, the universe would never exist. These are the values of: 

1. gravity - this is the attraction between objects (proportional to the mass of two 

objects and inversely proportional to the distance between them, always equal to G, 

the gravity) which is always a constant 6 x 10-39 (described in Newton's laws) 

throughout the universe. If the value of gravity was not exactly as it was, we would 

not be able to move about on earth because we would either have to fly or have to 

sail; 

2. Electromagnetic forces - this is the attraction between eg. electrons and the nucleus 

in atoms that hold molecules together that are always constant (0,00729927) (Ke) 

throughout the universe. Change only a bit more or less and atoms will either 

implode or explode; 

3. Strong forces at the core of atoms - this is the attraction eg. between protons and 

neutrons in the atomic nucleus, it is necessary that atoms in molecules do not 

explode apart, which has the value of 1 throughout the universe. Change a tiny bit 

and the same happens; The nucleus of atoms will either implode or explode; 

4. weak forces at the core of atoms - it is eg. the forces that allow the radioactive decay 

of atoms that causes the sun's nuclear reactions to provide light to us, which has the 

value of 10-6 throughout the universe. Again, a little change and you either have too 

much energy or too little. 

These values are constant throughout the universe. And they are also connected to each 

other. Change any one just a small fraction ... then the other forces can no longer do their 

job. Change any single one of those values and the universe would never exist because it 

would either have collapsed with the Big Bang or exploded apart so that no stars could form 

whatsoever that would make life possible. 

The idea that everything that exists came about spontaneously, randomly and 

haphazardously happens to be unable to make sense of the scientific data we have. The 

idea that someone has made it all is a much better explanation of the universe than any 

other idea, without saying that we have by that proved the existence of God. It remains a 

act of faith. But, there has not been a better explanation for the existence of the universe 

than the idee that someone has made it. And we believe that someone is our God. 

And if you have trouble accepting this, if your worldview limits you to see that God has 

indeed made this universe such a fine-tuning way, Alister McGrath's proposal will help you 

take a different approach: counterfactual (The mystery Of the constants of nature). 

It is the imagination of "what if ..." It is to propose that something is not as it is. Like: What if 

a kangeroe did not have a tail? Could he stay upright? Could he still jump? Or what if ... the 

earth would have been four times bigger? Could we walk or would we have to sail like 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/cass/feature-images/2009_Gifford_Lecture_3.pdf


snakes? Or, what if ... the four forces of the universe were not constant? Should we have 

been here? Would there ipso facto have been something rather than nothing? 

 It opens up another way to investigate the value of the knowledge you have. It opens up 

your ways of investigating the theological meaning of what you observe, and to appreciate 

those things that you accept for granted and no longer appreciate. 

But, David says: 

what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? 

The contrast between the greatness of the universe and the smallness of man can hardly be 

greater. This is what we witnessed with the storms and fires in the past week. Both in the 

powers of nature in the Cape than in the weaknesses of humans in Knysna. 

Why would God be mindful of us? Why would he keep us in mind? Why would he pay 

attention to us? The perfect person who serves him and obeys his will, we can still 

understand one way or the other. But, the sinful rebellious man? Really? 

IF YOU LOOK WITH GOD'S EYES 

Yes, David says precisely, if David looks with God with God's eyes: 

You have made them a little lower than a god 

It's incredible! Verse 6-9 says that God made man only less than a "god" (Elohim). Not just a 

divine being as it was translated earlier. As a god. We are just less than God Himself. We are 

more than the heavenly creatures. We are more than any other part of God's good creation. 

We are just less than Himself! God did not accept the nature of any other heavenly being, 

just human nature in the Lord Jesus Christ. And our human nature is together with Jesus on 

the right hand of God. We are already in heaven! 

There is therefore a contrast between creation and creature, between Creator and man, but 

we must not let ourselves fall into the trap of only seeing the fickelness of humanity, 

because God's purpose with humanity is a great purpose. This is as God looks at us! 

GOD CONSIDERS MAN AS ROYALTY 

As David writes when looking at us with God's eyes: 

and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of your 

hands; you put everything under theirg feet: all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, 

the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 

God made man kings because it is king terminology used here - "crowned", "let him rule", 

"put everything under his feet". "Everything God made was placed under the royal feet of 

man," says Jimmy Loader. 



Thus, one can easily hear the parallel to Genesis 1:26. God made us as Imago Dei, as his 

image, as his likeness. No other being in the universe has that high status, not the angels, 

not the seraphim, not any living being. Also not the sun, the moon and the stars. 

It is true that the contrast between man's fickelness in terms of heaven and his dignity 

before God on earth means that the greatness is in smallness, just as it is written of Christ, 

that He has emptied himself, took the form of  a servant and became obedient ... and that 

God magnified him greatly, even greater than he was before his becoming a human being 

(Phil 2: 5-11). 

But, the one is as important as the other. We are small but worthy. We are small, but great 

in God's eyes. We are sometimes arrogant, but God still walks with us, even though He 

sometimes talks hard and stops us to get our attention. 

GOD'S NAME IS MIGHTY ALSO IN US 

The Psalm ends as it began: 

LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

This verse, however, is not just a glorification of God's presence on the whole earth. It is a 

call to each of us to pray the Lord Jesus' prayer with greater earnestness and urgency. 

To pray that man will indeed answer to his high calling as God's creature - as a god in God's 

eyes - Lord, "Let Your Name Be Sanctified", "Let Your Kingdom Come", "Let Your Will Be 

Done , As in heaven just as on earth "(the first three prayers of the Our Father). 

1. With the first prayer, "Let your name be sanctified," we pray first that we will know 

God correctly and that we sanctify God, praise and worship Him in all his works. 

2. With the second petition, "Let Your Kingdom Come," we pray that God will govern us 

so through His Word and Spirit that we are subject to Him more and more. 

3. With the third prayer, "Let your will be done, as in heaven just like on earth," we 

pray that God will help us and all people to submit our own will to His will, which 

alone is good, and be obedient. 

I close. 

Awe and conviction 

Psalm 8 is placed in a special position in the Psalms. Around this Psalm there are a lot of 

other Psalms that are lamentations, crying out to God in the midst of the violence of life. In 

Psalm 3 and 4, David suffers under the onslaught of his enemies, even as close an enemy as 

his own son, Absalom. In Psalm 4 he also suffers under crop failures, and in Psalm 6 under 

sickness. Psalm 5 and 7 expresses his suffering because of traitors and persecutors. 

Psalm 8 is thus a Psalm of praise in the midst of the troubles of this life. It therefore calls us 

to see our whole life in the light of God's majesty, a majesty He demonstrates in the 

universe, as well as in light of our dependence on Him, the dignity that we have in His sight. 



Psalm 8 is thus a Psalm of Awe and conviction. The Psalmist bows before God in the 

realization of our smallness before the greatness of the universe, as we experienced in the 

storms in the Cape too. The devastation we experienced must become a call to God that He 

will keep His guarding hand over us when weather patterns make life difficult for us, wether 

it is because of our hand in global warming, or whether it is in spite of our contributions, 

and only part of the frustrating fall of God's creation. 

The Psalmist, however, is also aware of our incredible value to God. We are small. Yes. But, 

we are also worthy. We are small. Yes. But, we are also great. We are sometimes foolish and 

cultivate our own evil. But God looks at us with compassion and expectation. 

Therefore, as believers, we can pray as well as become involved in the need people 

experience in the Southern Cape, while we humble ourselves before God and pray for 

people to come to insight and repentance and recognize Him above all as Yahwe, as our 

Adonai. 

Lina Spies formulates this Psalm as follows: 

1. O Lord God, your name is great on earth! 

    Your sky extends to the farthest ends: 

    Where people do not see any more, 

    There you still radiate and shine. 

 

2. To you, the God so high above us, 

    There rises a song of thanks, your name in honor! 

    Your praise from children's mouth sounds all around: 

    Your haters are silent, Your slanderers are astonished. 

 

3. As I see the moon, the stars in their lanes, 

    I know, oh Lord, they carry your finger marks: 

    They are already writing your name in their corridors; 

    How small before you man, how without rank 

 

4. Why then do you look after us, 

    This brittle man radiating in your closeness? 

    You make us strong, You crown us with your glory: 

    We belong to you and are surrounded by you. 



 

5. You introduce us to all your works, Lord, 

    Over all that lives free and even hidden: 

    The birds floating above us, 

    The fish that plays in the depths of the sea. 

 

6. O Lord God, your name is great on earth! 

    Your sky extends to the farthest ends: 

    Where people do not see any more, 

    There still radiates and shines your majesty! 

LIVE 

Prayer 

Thanksoffering 

Final Song 

VONKK 85 Lord, our Lord, how great are you! - stand 

Benediction 

Response 

Song 189 Hallelujah! - stand 

 

 


